
Following last year’s reconvening of an in-
person meeting, this year’s event continues to 
grow and to draw healthcare simulation spe-
cialists from around the world with hundreds 
of innovative educational offerings, motivating 
and inspirational keynote speakers, the latest 
healthcare simulation technologies, and net-
working opportunities with fellow simulation 
professionals.

IMSH 2023 Planning Team co-chairs Sean 
Cavanaugh, MBA, CHSE, CHSOS, Linda Wil-
son, PhD, RN, CPAN, CAPA, NPD-BC, CNE, 
CNEcl, CHSE-A, FASPAN, ANEF, FAAN, and 
Jarrod Young, MBA, BSE, CHSOS-A, are 
excited about the conference and its theme,  
A Standard of Excellence, and what it represents.

“One aspect of the theme is that we want 
to celebrate the work that the members of our 
community do every day, and highlight that 
whether you work as an educator, innovator, 

researcher, operations specialist, or admin-
istrator, or some combination of those five 
titles, you’re charting the course of healthcare 
simulation, and improving safety and quality. 
This conference is an opportunity to celebrate 
and acknowledge that work that we all do day 
in day out,” said Cavanaugh.

Wilson agreed, emphasizing the theme’s 
inclusiveness. “We’re including all members 
of our community, no matter their role, no 
matter their setting. It’s for everyone together.”

Young added, “The theme came from a 
focus and reflection on the great work that 
has happened the last 23 years in this Society; 
a recognition of where we are now, but also 
a focus on the opportunities that are still to 
come. In the [IMSH 2023] logo, you see five 
individuals in the middle, looking out into  
this golden horizon. In that imagery is the 
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2023 to have record attendance in SSH his-
tory including the largest Exhibit Hall, with 
over 135 companies represented, showcas-
ing incredible new tools for education and 
training. Please walk through our Exhibit 
Hall and try out all the new simulators, task 
trainers, as well as emerging technologies. 
One of the few silver linings that arose from 
COVID-19 is that it forced all of us - hospitals, 
universities, government, and companies - 
to push innovation to continue supporting 
our learners, patients, and stakeholders. 
Because of this, throughout the meeting, 
you will witness incredible advances in how 
we teach, such as through distance simu-
lation (tele-simulation), the technologies 
being developed, from extended reality to 
artificial intelligence, to cutting-edge research. 
If you attended the two-day Research Summit that 
took place over Friday and Saturday, you know just 
how far we have come in healthcare simulation in 
areas such as mastery learning, debriefing, team 
training, and in-situ training.

Since we last met in Los Angeles, CA, our SSH 
committees, board of directors (BOD), and leader-
ship have been very busy. We continue to grow our 
accredited simulation centers around the world, 
having surpassed 240 accredited and provisionally 
accredited centers.  

Our certification continues to expand in num-
bers, both in CHSOS and CHSE as well as those 
who have attained the Advanced Certification. 
Because of the tremendous value we have seen 
that certification brings to advance careers, we 
are currently working to pilot how we can make 
it more accessible globally, through translation 
services. We’ve added 10 new members to our 
SSH Academy. Congratulations to all the newly 
certified simulationists, accredited centers, and 
2023 Fellows who were recognized last night at the 
Diamond Ball. At the BOD level, our focus has been 
on healthcare simulation advocacy, collaborations, 
growth, and advancing research and technology 
through philanthropy.  We have also worked hard on 
our new SSH 2023 Strategic Goals for the coming 
five years, which you will be hearing more about 
over the meeting. 

Finally, as I reflect on my past year as President 
of SSH, I am thankful to all the amazing, passionate 
individuals I have had the pleasure to meet both in 

person and virtually here in the U.S. and globally. 
It was after attending the Society for Simulation 
in Europe (SESAM) meeting in Seville, Spain, and 
the Saudi Health Simulation Conference (SHSC), in 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, that I realized that the future 
is bright for healthcare simulation.  I learned of 
the work being done in Tanzania which reduced 
neonatal deaths by 47% through the implementa-
tion of the Helping Babies Breathe Program. (Perl-
man J et al, 2017) I also met a researcher in Saudi 
Arabia who was using virtual reality to improve 
ergonomic skills and help reduce work-related 
injury for neurosurgeons. (Alsharif H et al, 2022) 
We have champions working to advance education 
and training and improve patient safety and care 
through simulation-based immersive training. It 
is up to SSH and our partners to advocate for the 
clinicians, educators, researchers, technologists, 
and operations specialists to help you all continue 
to do your great work. 

Lastly, I would also like to thank my SSH Board 
of Directors, Committees, Co-Presidents, Juli and 
Jayne, SSH Executive Director, Jenn, as well as 
all of the incredible staff at SSH, who have done 
the yeoman’s work to help me make 2022-23 an 
incredible year for the Society. 

Please come up and say hi if you see me in 
the hallways. I’d love to connect with you, meet 
you, and learn what you are doing to advance our 
field. Feel free to connect with me on Twitter (@
haruokuda), Instagram (@haru.okuda), or LinkedIn 
(@haruokuda).

—Haru Okuda, MD, President, SSH
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Welcome to the International Meet-
ing on Simulation in Healthcare 2023 
(#IMSH2023)! If this is your first time 
attending, we are so excited to have 
you join us at our 23rd annual meet-
ing for the Society for Simulation in 
Healthcare (SSH). The healthcare 
simulation community is a wonder-
ful, collaborative group of people so 
I encourage you to ask lots of ques-
tions, get contact information, and 
learn as much as you can from the 
knowledgeable faculty and experts 
presenting at the meeting. If this is 
your first time back face-to-face since 
prior to the global pandemic, thank 
you for holding down the fort last year, 
and we missed you!  For everyone 
else, welcome back!  

We anticipate this year’s IMSH 

Haru Okuda, MD, President, SSH
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opportunity that exists. We’re so much further 
than we were five or 10 years ago, but where 
we could be in another five years, if we all pick 
up our collective banners and march forward, 
could be further than any of us could imagine.”

He continued, “It’s keeping up with that 
standard of excellence that has been set here 
from the past, and also a recognition that we 
need to continue to reset that standard of 
excellence, not just rest on our laurels.”

Reflecting on the pandemic’s effects on in-
person gatherings over the past few years and 
the value of reconnecting in person at IMSH, 
Young said, “I don’t know that you can put a 
value on it. As I thought about what IMSH rep-
resents to me and so many others, it’s collabo-
ration, connection, friendship, advancement, 
dissemination of information, and the ability 
to share your own findings over the last year.”

Cavanaugh added, “I’ve always just found 
immense value in those hallway conversations, 
and the informal gatherings that naturally 
occur. It’s so refreshing and energizing to be 
with your peers at the conference, so having 
lost that, you definitely felt that loss. It’s so 
exciting now to be back at full strength and 
rekindle those relationships.”

Echoing that, Wilson observed, “Our num-
bers are back to where they were, or even more 
than they were at our largest conference in 
San Diego.”

Young noted that, from a technical per-
spective, for those who haven’t been to IMSH 
since 2020, “That’s three years, and in a rapidly 
changing and growing environment, the tech 
that’s going to be on display in the Exhibit Hall 
is going to be completely different than what 
people have seen,” adding that the ability to 
reconnect with vendors and experience those 
technologies will be extremely valuable.

Cavanaugh said, “We’ll see that with the 
SimVentors Showcase. A lot of people maybe 
haven’t gotten to display some of the work 
they’ve been doing in person, so that’s going 
to be a great opportunity to network in that 
community and see some of the innovations 
that are happening.”

Cavanaugh highlighted that this year, the 
SimVentors Showcase is taking place on 
Monday. “I think in the past that has been 
on Sunday, but the big change is that there’s 
going to be a vote to award the most innova-
tive SimVentors submission,” he said. “Now, 
it’ll be decided by conference attendees, so 
we’re encouraging everyone to go and really 
spend some time there. You’ll get to voice your 
opinion on what is the most useful or innova-
tive solution presented, and that person or 
group will be recognized with an award. So, 
that’s really exciting.”

Another big change, according to Young, 
is the push to increase the number of exclu-
sive Exhibit Hall hours. Part of that shift is 
reflected in Sunday’s Opening Plenary starting 
two hours earlier than past years, allowing 
extended Exhibit Hall hours and lunch provided 
to attendees on Sunday.

The Closing Plenary schedule will also 
change this year, with the plenary starting the 
day on Wednesday followed by courses, instead 
of occurring at the end of the day’s schedule.

“I’m really excited about the slate of plenary 
speakers that we’ve lined up for this year,” 
Cavanaugh said. “In our planning meetings, we 
really wanted to energize and inspire people, 
and I think the slate of speakers we’ve assem-
bled will do just that. In their messages, each 
one of them is approaching our community 

from a slightly different angle, but I think every 
one of their talks will really resonate with this 
community.” 

Young said the speakers have all been “very 
open and receptive to our comments, our 
thoughts, and wanting to tie in the theme and 
our messaging into their presentations.” He 
added that moving Sunday’s Opening Plenary 
and Wednesday’s Closing Plenary to earlier 
time slots recognizes that “not only do they 
often build excitement and momentum as we 
move forward, but their message is often very 
inspiring and really helps set the tone of what 
the planning team wants to push forward for 
the day or over the conference.” 

The co-chairs agreed that a noteworthy 
aspect of this year’s meeting was the record 
number of submissions received for content. 
“Our reviewers and track leads did an amazing 
job managing all the submissions,” Cavanaugh 
said. “It was a very competitive process, and 
I think the quality of the courses offered this 
year is through the roof.” 

In planning this year’s conference, all three 
expressed their gratitude to the SSH staff 
members, whose support and preparation in 
building the best and most productive meeting 
possible helped to make “what is a large task 
enjoyable and seamless,” said Young.

Summarizing her message to attendees, 
and particularly first-time attendees, Wilson 
said, “Try to do as much as you can. Attend the 
different events and as many sessions as you 
can. Explore the Exhibit Hall. Do it all! There 
are so many opportunities to get involved, 
whatever you’re interested in.”

“You have something to offer; go out and 
find it,” Young concluded. “There’s something 
for everybody here at IMSH, so find that niche 
that works for you and really explore that, and 
continue to find those opportunities to push 
the envelope forward.” 

Welcome to Orlando and IMSH 2023!... continued from page 1

I’ve always just found 
immense value in those hall-
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so exciting now to be back 
at full strength and rekindle 
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It was a very competitive pro-
cess, and I think the quality of 
the courses offered this year 
is through the roof.”
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The Society for Simulation in Healthcare is pleased to announce that leader-
ship and retention expert Joe Mull, M.Ed, CSP, will be the Chad Epps Endowed 
Lectureship keynote speaker at the IMSH Opening Plenary beginning at 11:00 
am on Sunday morning.

Joe Mull speaks and writes on commitment in the workplace and teaches 
leaders how to be better bosses. He is the author of three books including his 

newest, Employalty: How to Ignite Commitment and Keep Top Talent in the New Age of Work. He is 
the host of the popular Boss Better Now podcast and has appeared in multiple media outlets 
for expert commentary including Forbes, Fortune, ABC, and the International Business Times. 
Prior to launching his own firm, Joe managed training at a Top 10 U.S. healthcare system.

“From the first moment we began to research Joe Mull, we knew he was the perfect fit 
for the Chad Epps Endowed Lectureship,” said Jarrod Young, MBA, BSE, CHSOS-A, FSSH, 
co-chair of the IMSH 2023 Planning Committee. “Joe represents everything that Chad stood 
for in his professional life: passion, teamwork, collaboration, communication, and humor. 
Joe’s message is the perfect catalyst to reignite the common purpose that will catapult our 
Society towards a standard of excellence.”

As a speaker, Joe’s humorous delivery and content-rich programs have attracted audi-
ences of all sizes from all over North America. He holds the coveted Certified Speaking 
Professional™ (CSP®) designation from the National Speakers Association (NSA), held by 
fewer than 20% of professional speakers worldwide.

Sunday Plenary Supports  
Standard of Excellence

Scan Me
for Simulab’s digital 

catalog and enter our 
raffle for a chance to win 

an iPad!

IMSH 2023
Join Simulab at Booth #511 and try out the  

NEW Ultrasound Pericardiocentesis Trainer!

At Simulab we committed to innovation 
and look forward to showing you what is new.

 Experience the Simulab Difference!  

Joe Mull
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In every discipline, there are individuals who: are widely recognized 
by peers in their community of interest; serve as role models, men-
tors, and ambassadors to that community; contribute their time and 
talent to advance the mission and goals of their professional organi-
zation; participate on internal and external invitational thinks tanks, 
advisory task forces, and committees; and contribute to the growth 
of their professional organization and their discipline.

In healthcare simulation, we acknowledge these leaders by inducting 
them into the Society for Simulation in Healthcare Academy (SSHA). 
The SSHA recognizes individuals whose sustained contributions have 
had an impact on the field of healthcare simulation. Practitioners, 
researchers, administrators, clinicians, operations specialists, and 
educators who have built a strong foundation in the discipline of 
simulation are invited to apply to the Academy as a Fellow.

The Academy started in 2016 when a group of volunteers came 
together to develop a vision and mission for SSH’s Academy along 
with a process for nomination and induction. 

The resulting vision of the SSHA is a world in which simulation is 
integral to ensuring high quality, safe healthcare.

Additionally, the identified SSHA mission is to recognize and con-
vene a diverse community of SSH thought leaders who harness their 
collective wisdom and expertise to advocate for excellence in simu-
lation through nurturing leaders, cultivating the global simulation 
community, and promoting innovation in education, research, and 
safety in healthcare.

The first class of SSHA Fellows was inducted at IMSH 2017. As 
of 2022, there are 92 active members of the Academy who use the 
credential FSSH (Fellow, Society for Simulation in Healthcare). The 
Fellows select and work on projects they believe will help the Academy 
achieve its vision and mission. 

Here are two of the ongoing projects.
Working with SSH’s Research Committee, Fellows have developed a 

Virtual Scholars Program that is designed for members of the simulation 
community who have relatively little experience with research and schol-
arship and are seeking additional mentoring and research training in 
order to expand their knowledge and better contribute to the discipline 
through scientific inquiry. The fourth cohort of Scholars is starting at 
IMSH 2023 and this group will bring the number of Scholars to 33. 

Representative examples of their research projects include:
• Can a simulation-based mastery learning curriculum (SBML) be 
used to improve the performance of neurology residents and critical 
care fellows in the determination of brain death?
• Can an intensive simulation course prepare flight nurses and MT’s 
for the management of emergency situations in hostile environments?
• Creating a manikin-based scenario to evaluate cultural humility in 
pre-licensure nursing students when caring for a diverse population.
• Development and integration of a nursing avatar-based VR simula-
tion with haptics.

A STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE  
The Society for Simulation 
in Healthcare Academy

IMSH_half-page-ad_4x10.875_011223.indd   1IMSH_half-page-ad_4x10.875_011223.indd   1 1/12/2023   3:47:58 PM1/12/2023   3:47:58 PM
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• Assessment of the effects 
of patient diversity on student 
nurse clinical skill, critical think-
ing, and empathy using simula-
tion as an assessment method.
• Exploration of the simulation 
operations specialist role via 
modified Delphi process with the 
subsequent creation of a train-
ing curriculum determination of 
minimum educational require-
ments.

For further information 
on the program, please see 
https://www.ssih.org/Creden-
tialing/SSH-Academy/Virtual- 
Scholars-Program.

Another group of Fellows has 

designed a Speakers Bureau 
that features a network of expert 
facilitators, consultants, edu-
cators, and simulation profes-
sionals. Interested in joining the 
Speakers Bureau? Go to https://
www.ssih.org/SSH-Resources/
Speakers-Bureau.

The theme of IMSH 2023 is 
A Standard of Excellence; the 
Academy exemplifies this com-
mitment. 

If you are interested in nomi-
nating yourself or a colleague 
for membership in the Acad-
emy, please see https://www.
ssih.org/Credentialing/SSH-
Academy.

2023 SSH ACADEMY FELLOWS
Michelle L. Aebersold, PhD, RN, CHSE, FAAN, University of  
Michigan School of Nursing, Ann Arbor, MI 

Sean Cavanaugh, MBA, CHSE, CHSOS, NYU Long Island School  
of Medicine, Mineola, NY 

Matthew Charnetski, MSMS, NRP, CHSE, CHSOS, Dartmouth 
Health West, Lebanon, NH 

Desiree A. Diaz, PhD, FNP-BC, CNE, CHSE-A, ANEF, FAAN,  
University of Central Florida College of Nursing, Orlando, FL 

Laura T. Gantt, PhD, RN, CEN, CHSE, College of Nursing,  
East Carolina University, Greenville, NC 

Che-Wei Thomas Lin, MD, MPPM, PhD, Taipei Medical University, 
Taipei, Taiwan 

Melissa Lowther, BS, CHSOS-A, CAE Healthcare, Beaverton, OR 

Tonya Andrade Schneidereith, PhD, CRNP, PPCNP-BC, CPNP-
AC, CNE, CHSE-A, ANEF, FAAN, University of Maryland Baltimore, 
Baltimore, MD 

Linda Wilson, PhD, RN, CPAN, CAPA, NPD-BC, CNE, CNEcl,  
CHSE-A, FASPAN, ANEF, FAAN, Drexel University College  
of Nursing and Health Professions, Philadelphia, PA

Jarrod W. Young, MBA, BSE, CHSOS-A, UTHSC Center for  
Healthcare Improvement and Patient Simulation, Memphis, TN

Immersive Virtual Busy Hospital

Practice Multi-patient Prioritization

Build Clinical Judgment Skills

Prepare Students for Practice

CURRENTLY IN BETA

Visit Wolters Kluwer Booth # 747 
and Laerdal Medical Booth # 401

Stop by to do an interactive 
Demo and enter to win an 
Oculus headset!
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When you’re not attending one of the myriad 
course or lab options at IMSH 2023, you need 
to head to the IMSH Exhibit Hall. After all, this 
year’s hall reflects a consolidation of activities 
and events that serve to make the venue a central 
hub for learning, exploring, networking, relaxing, 
and even grabbing lunch.

The hall will open immediately after Sunday’s 
plenary session.

According to Judy Larson, Director of Meet-
ings & Exhibits for the Society for Simulation in 
Healthcare (SSH), in terms of size, registered 
participation, and industry involvement in the 
IMSH Exhibit Hall, this year’s IMSH gathering is 
approaching numbers associated with its peak 
record year, which was 2020’s pre-COVID event 
in San Diego.

“The term that you hear among the meeting 
planning staffs in both organization and industry 
is that meetings are back,” she said. “People are 
looking forward to meeting in person. They’re 
anxious to be in an exhibit hall and see the prod-
ucts and services firsthand. They’re eager to get 
back out there and touch and feel the future. And 
don’t forget networking, more valuable now than 
in 2020. Networking opportunities are essential 
and there is no better place to do this than in 
the Exhibit Hall, becoming the most important 
element at in-person events. The pandemic 
reminded us of the power of human connec-
tion and the networking experience provides the 
opportunity to learn from experts and exchange 
ideas on top issues with peers.”

“We have definitely bounced back in size and 
participation,” echoed Olivia Rosace Fleenor, 

Meetings & Exhibits Coordinator for SSH. “In 
fact, IMSH 2023 is bigger and better than ever. 
We have the biggest exhibit hall ever dedicated 
to simulation in healthcare, with our largest floor 
footprint ever.”

“It’s definitely going to be big and exciting,” 
she continued. “We have a number of companies 
that are rolling out brand new products or are 
conducting full-on product launches at IMSH. 
Several companies on the show floor are reveal-
ing products and services that have never been 
seen by any of their customers before. The bot-
tom line is that IMSH is the best place to have a 
‘first look’ at what new technologies and prod-
ucts industry will be rolling out in this new year.”

In addition to the increased industry par-
ticipation, this year’s IMSH Exhibit Hall serves 
to consolidate several critical show elements, 
including Research Posters, SimVentors (on 
Monday 11:00 am to 2:00 pm), Technology Expe-
rience, and a Mindfulness relaxation area. Check 
the IMSH mobile app for the latest information 
on activities and opportunities in these areas.

“New this year, in addition to the traditional 
hosted lunches on Monday and Tuesday, we 
have added  lunch on Sunday, and a ‘happy 
hour’ beginning at 4:30 pm; a great finish to an 

exciting and full day at IMSH!” Larson noted.
And if you find yourself in need of a quick 

recharge on a mobile device, there’s even a 
charging station, sponsored by the University of 
Central Florida.

Larson highlighted the return of a recent 
addition to the IMSH Exhibit Hall, called the 
Press Box.

“Premiering last year, it was very success-
ful and quite popular,” she enthused. “Leaders 
across the spectrum of simulation in healthcare 
will be interviewed with four different podcast-
ers working there regularly. There will be a lot 
of great discussions covering a range of topics 
in our field.”

“The IMSH Exhibit Hall is where you want 
to be,” Fleenor summarized. “If you are not in 
a course, there’s always something new to see 
or experience there. It’s just a great place to 
chill, recharge, and see the latest and greatest 
in simulation.”

Early records for the Society 
go back to 2006 when 493 
attendees and 26 exhibitors 
gathered at a hotel in  
San Diego.

Advanced Practice Providers 

Providing a  
Standard of  
Excellence 

IMSH 2023 Exhibit Hall: It’s the place to be
According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
the growth projection for Advanced Prac-
tice Providers (APPs) entering the work-

EXHIBIT HALL HOURS
Sunday 12:30 pm – 6:00 pm 

“Happy Hour” in Exhibit Hall  
4:30 pm – 6:00 pm

Monday 9:30 am – 4:00 pm
Tuesday 9:30 am – 2:00 pm

IMSH 2022 Exhibit Hall
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force is approximately 45% over the next seven 
years, which exceeds the physician growth rate.  
Much of this growth is due to the optimization of 
healthcare teams, residency work hour restric-
tions, retirements, increased patient volumes, 
and the expanding role of APPs. 

APP programs rely on simulation-based 
education (SBE) as a supported pedagogy, 
especially with the focus on mastery learn-
ing and competency-based education to fulfill 
accreditation standards. Having APPs partake 
in simulation allows for more team functioning 
practice prior to real-life patient encounters. 
Therefore, APPs’ involvement in simulation 
contributes to evidence-based practice and 
interprofessional collaboration, promoting a 
standard of excellence in healthcare. 

In 2020, SSH resurrected the Advanced 
Practice Provider Special Interest Group (SIG) 
composed of Physician Assistants/Associ-
ates, Nurse Practitioners, Certified Registered 

Nurse Anesthetists, and/or Advance Practice 
Nurses across multiple practice, research, and 
educational settings.  

The APP SIG is chaired by Jodi Freeman, 
PA-C, CHSE, and vice-chaired by Katie Vander-
zwan, DNP, APRN-BC, CHSE, and currently 
consists of 213 members who meet bimonthly.  
The mission of the APP SIG is to promote usage 
of simulation modalities using evidence-based 
practices among advanced practice clinicians. 

In 2021, the APP SIG presented a virtual 
panel presentation (Nevins, A., Shulman, J., 
Multak, N., Vanderzwan, K., & Freeman, J) on 
the topic of Advanced Practice Providers in 
Simulation Practice and Education. APP sce-
narios can include medical students and physi-
cian assistant students working collaboratively 
to focus on the timely and accurate exchange 
of information during a standardized patient 
exercise involving a standardized family, or a 
medical student and nursing students working 

together and exhibiting mutual support in pro-
viding care for a challenging patient with heart 
failure and limited access to resources.  These 
scenarios highlight the APPs’ role in provid-
ing a standard of excellence through inter-
professional care and efficient utilization of 
resources. Lastly, in 2022, the APP SIG founded 
a new writing group created to increase aware-
ness of the contributions that APPs give to the 
simulation community. Upcoming work will 
include a group manuscript and application 
for designation as a nursing section at SSH. 

The APP SIG is always looking to recruit more 
members! If you want more information about 
this group, contact SSH Membership today.

Jodi Freeman, Chair
Term 2022 - 2024
Jefferson University - Center City 
Dr Kathryn Julia Vanderzwan, Vice Chair
Term 2022 - 2024
University of Illinois at Chicago

At Beck design we will work with you to create 
a programmatic solution that is unique and 
responds to the technical needs of your building, 
students, faculty and staff. With offices located in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma City, and New York, we service 
clients throughout the United States.

VISIT US AT BOOTH #114
AND LEARN HOW YOU CAN WIN

A COMPLIMENTARY FACILITY ASSESSMENT

www.beckdesign.com                                                                                    Langston University Allied Health Facility - Tulsa, OK
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The fund’s 2023 theme, Building 
the Next Generation of Excel-

lence, both ties into the IMSH 2023 
theme and speaks to the goal of 
the SSH Fund, to build the future 
of simulation. 

The Society invites all mem-
bers, both individual and corpo-
rate, to give back to the health-
care simulation field while at 
IMSH 2023 and support programs 
designed to inspire and develop 
the next generation of simulation 
leaders. After the initial launch, 

members will have multiple 
opportunities to support the SSH 
Fund throughout the year.  

The Development Task Force 
and a development director, to 
be hired in 2023, will manage the 

SSH Fund. They will oversee the 
annual campaign planning and 
determine annual funding pro-
grams with input from all Society 
members. 

The SSH Fund presents an 
opportunity to join with your col-
leagues who wish to give back 
and support other members 
through innovative research, 

technology advancement, and 
capacity building. The 2023 annual 
campaign will focus on raising 
funds for four programs to be 
funded in 2024: large and multi-
institutional research awards for 
experienced researchers; a new 
SimVentors Innovation Fund for 
annual awards; expanding the 
capacity of the Beverlee Ander-
son needs-based scholarships; 
and increasing the Chad 
Epps Fund and expanding 
his legacy.

Fundraising annual 
campaigns cultivate dona-
tions during the calendar 
year and recognize dona-
tions from the previous year 
at the annual IMSH meeting 
and throughout the rest of 
the year. All donations are 
tax deductible, as the Soci-
ety is a 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion. 

The Society will publicly 
recognize and honor donors 
based on their level of giv-
ing throughout the year in 
a variety of ways. Members 
who can give at higher 
levels (minimum $100 for 
individuals and $1,000 for 
corporate) will be honored 
with a suite of recognition 
benefits that acknowledge 
their generous gift. This 

will include public recognition on 
the website and in e-newsletters, 
Donor Wall signage at Society 
events, annual SSH Fund donor 
enamel lapel pins, and other ideas 
still being finalized.

At SSHFund.org you or your 
company may donate during IMSH 
or anytime during the year, or you 
can make an annual pledge to be 
fulfilled by December 31. All dona-
tions made during the 2023 annual 
campaign will help fund programs 
that will be awarded in 2024. 

Please join in making the SSH 
Fund a personal priority this year 
and every year. Our 2023 cam-
paign goal is $200,000. Together, 
our gifts will fuel transforma-
tional advancements in healthcare 
simulation and ultimately improve 

patient safety in ways we can only 
dream of today. 

Stop by SSH Central to pick 
up your “SSH Fund Donor” badge 
ribbon when you make your 2023 
pledge or donation or come by if 
you have questions or want more 
information. Development Task 
Force members will be present 
during peak hours.

Don’t miss this opportunity to 
learn more and join this effort.

 
Jennifer Calzada, MA, MPH
SSH Board Director-At-Large 
2021-2024; SSH Fund Chair

Development Task Force: Jamie 
Robertson, Sylvia Merino, Matt Char-
netski, Lilia Chavarria, Nadir Ayrad, 
Lillian Emlet, and Jane Gannon.

Building the Next Generation of Excellence
The Society for Simulation in Healthcare announces the launch of the SSH Fund,  
an annual fundraising campaign to support transformational innovation, advancement,  
and research among Society members and the greater simulation industry.

Four programs to be funded 
in 2024: large and multi-
institutional research awards 
for experienced researchers; 
a new SimVentors Innova-
tion Fund for annual awards; 
expanding the capacity of the  
Beverlee Anderson needs-
based scholarships; and 
increasing the Chad Epps 
Fund and expanding his 
legacy.

http://www.wisersimulation.org
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The Society for Simulation in Healthcare’s 
Committees, Sections and Special Inter-
est Groups (SIGs) have played a large role in 
developing individuals within the profession, 
building simulation centers / programs and 
driving best practice through site accreditation 
and certification. In fact, it could be argued 
that these groups are the glue that hold the 
profession together. 

Over the years, simulationists have built 
the foundation for this community with a stan-
dard of excellence in mind. This has been done 
through hard work, collaboration, and dedica-
tion to the craft.

The Super-Sized Simulation Centers Affin-
ity Group is no exception to the stellar work 
being done on various fronts to drive patient 
safety and quality in our communities as well 
as pioneering the next generation of devel-
opment for healthcare training and educa-
tion. Our goal is to provide a space where 
like-minded centers can gather to ask tough 
questions, learn from others in the field, and 
share their standards of excellence.

The Super-Sized Simulation Centers Affin-
ity Group was originally organized to support 
the growing community of large-scale cen-
ters with a large capital equipment inventory, 
a super-sized staffing model, and a large num-
ber of annual learners. 

The question within our simulation circles 
has become, how do you define a large-scale 
center or program? What is large to one insti-
tution may be small in comparison to others 
and vice versa.

It is clear that the group is attracting pro-
grams and centers of various sizes and spe-
cialties. There are simulation programs that 
are spread across multiple states or cities that 
have joined, as well as super-centers at or 
above 100,000 square feet and programs that 
are 100% virtual. The lessons learned and the 
work being done can be applied to your pro-
gram no matter the size, location, or function. 

Over the past few years, The Super-Sized 
Affinity Group has been working behind the 
scenes to gather like-minded leadership that 
can provide metrics and data tools to be used 
as a benchmarking platform between simula-
tion programs. It is our opinion that the col-
lection of meaningful data is the next frontier 
in the growth of simulation and in driving a 
value-based model for individual programs 
and the profession. 

Over the past few years this work of show-
ing the value of healthcare simulation through 
the use of meaningful data has generated new 
groups within the Society such as the Value-
Based Simulation Affinity Group, which was 
established by some of the biggest simula-
tion programs within the United States such 
as Banner Health, Intermountain Healthcare, 
OSF JUMP Simulation, and The Center for 
Advanced Medical Learning and Simulation 
(CAMLS). Though the Super-Sized Simula-
tion Affinity Group will remain engaged in this 
work, the new designation of the official Value-
Based Simulation Affinity Group will shift the 
work being done in data collection and bench-
marking to be more of a global effort within 
that Affinity Group.

This year, the focus of the Super-Sized 
Simulation Centers Affinity Group will shift to 
the business of healthcare simulation, build-
ing a standard of excellence for administration 
and simulation leadership to follow to ensure 
best practice using system accreditation as a 

foundation. We are very excited to be a part 
of the work. 

As simulation programs grow, so does the 
need for knowledge surrounding operational 
efficiency, cost structures, and integrated busi-
ness models and leadership training.

Much more help is needed in this advance-
ment. Many of the Committees, Sections and 
SIGs, including the Super-Sized Simulation 
Centers Affinity Group, need volunteers to 
help pioneer the future of healthcare simula-
tion and advance the work that has been done 
before us. Please visit the Society for Simula-
tion in Healthcare’s SimConnect to see where 
your interest and expertise would fit. 

Mr. Phillip Wortham, Chair, Super-Sized 
Simulation Centers Affinity Group

“A STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE”
Advancing the Super-Sized Simulation  
Centers Affinity Group

The lessons learned and 
the work being done can be 
applied to your program no 
matter the size, location,  
or function. 

...the collection of meaningful 
data is the next frontier in the 
growth of simulation and in 
driving a value-based model 
for individual programs and 
the profession.”

Mr. Phillip Wortham, Chair, Super-Sized Simulation Centers 
Affinity Group
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Numerous mentors with experience in 
various research and healthcare fields, 
many of them SSH Academy Fellows, have 
volunteered their expertise on simulation 
research. This event has been a favorite for 
attendees at previous IMSH sessions with 

participants leaving with pages of scribbled 
notes and ideas, and perhaps more impor-
tantly, inspiration! You will have the oppor-
tunity to meet with at least three different 
mentors to gather their perspectives. 

Come prepared with your research 

questions or project ideas, and spend an hour getting 
feedback and advice from top simulation researchers. 

INTERSERVICE/INDUSTRY 
TRAINING, SIMULATION & 
EDUCATION CONFERENCE

WWW. I ITSEC .ORG |  27  NOVEMBER – 1  DECEMBER 2023 |  ORLANDO,  FL

THE  WORLD ’ S  LARGEST  MODEL I NG  &  S IMULAT ION  EVENT

WHY I/ITSEC?17,400  attendees550 exhibitors  191,800 sq ft  exhibit hall 
Over 1,980  international  attendees, from  56 countries

SUSTAINING 
A GLOBAL 
FORCE IN 
A DIGITAL 
WORLD

Your gift invests in 
simulation innovation, 
advancement, and  
excellence. 

Find the right way  
to donate for you.

SSH  
Development 
Fund

Bring something
         to take notes! 

Be Inspired by Research Speed Mentoring Event
The SSH Research Committee presents “Ask Three Questions – Research Speed Mentoring Event” on 
Monday, January 23 [Room 210D, 10:00 am].
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Formerly known as the Serious 
Games and Virtual Environments 
Section, the VSS changed its name 
following a vote of the membership 
in 2022 to reflect the current ter-
minology and embrace the range 
of simulations that are conducted 
virtually, including those at distant 
and remote locations.

The Section’s goals are to 
advance education and research 
for VSS members by: contribut-
ing member expertise to the Sim-
Ventors Showcase and Technology 
Experiential Areas during IMSH; 
hosting educational webinars on 
virtual simulation topics such as 
haptics and conversational ava-
tars that are open to all IMSH 
members; creating and sharing 
a Zotero open-source reference 
management library with vir-
tual simulation references; and 
growing networking opportunities 
during IMSH and beyond through 
creating a new Virtual Simulation 
Database linking developers with 
beta-testers to provide a virtual 
simulation showcase experience 
for IMSH members year-round.

For SSH members interested in 
experiencing virtual simulations of 

all kinds, the Technology Experi-
ential Area and SimVentors Show-
case are must-attend favorites at 
IMSH 2023. Reflecting the growing 
interest of SSH members in virtual 
simulation modalities, these oppor-
tunities have expanded greatly. 
Previously, the only opportunities 
for IMSH attendees to experience 
virtual simulations were in a single 
three-hour session, the Serious 
Games and Virtual Environments 
Arcade and Showcase, which ran at 
successive IMSH meetings for over 
10 years. This Showcase introduced 
many VSS members to each other 
and to the field. 

IMSH 2023 offers half-day to 
day-long open sessions totaling 
15 hours of virtual simulation 
experiences on Sunday and Mon-
day with Technology Experiential 
Area and the SimVentors Show-
case in the Exhibit Hall. The VSS is 
also hosting a panel presentation 
session on “Haptics and Virtual 
Reality: Adding the Experience of 
Touch” on Tuesday, January 24 
[Room 220A, 10:00 am].

The VSS hopes to see you at 
one of these inspiring and innova-
tive sessions!

Thank You to Our Sponsors

Thank You!
Thank you to our sponsors for helping make  

IMSH 2018 a success!

Sponsor of the 8th 
Annual Serious Games 

and Virtual Environment 
Arcade and Showcase

Silver Level Sponsor

Platinum Level Sponsor Gold Level Sponsor
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Thank you to our sponsors for helping make  

IMSH 2018 a success!

Sponsor of the 8th 
Annual Serious Games 

and Virtual Environment 
Arcade and Showcase

Silver Level Sponsor

Platinum Level Sponsor Gold Level Sponsor

Presidential Sponsor

The Virtual Simulation Section (VSS) is excited  
to welcome its over 550 members to IMSH 2023! 

VIRTUAL SIMULATION SECTION
New Name Reflects 
Technology Growth

Platinum Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

#SimFit23 Fun Run/Walk Sponsor
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The Data Fusion Engine to Elevate Healthcare 
ANYTIME - ANYWHERE

Actionable Intelligent Learning

www.SIMULATIONiQ.com | 1-877-EMS-5050 | info@SIMULATIONIQ.com



Preparing you for the moments that matter.

caehc.co/IMSH23DA

Want a chance to win a $100 Amazon gift card?
Stop by Booth 101 to provide your feedback on the future of simulation. 
We’ll randomly choose one winner each day, Sunday through Tuesday.

Check color

Take your education to new 
heights with our exclusive  
combination of physical and  
digital simulation solutions.  
From easy scenario authoring  
and online learning capabilities  
to physical manikins  
complemented by mixed  
reality, see how we can  
help you enhance insights, 
increase efficiency and  
improve learner performance.

Build a holistic learner 
journey at Booth 101.

http://www.caehc.co/imsh23da



